
Living Environment 2012-2013

Mrs. Flint, Mrs. Libruk, Dr. Lee, Ms. Fratianni, Mr. Antonelli and Mr. McDarby

Introduction

Welcome back! This course deals with the science of biology, covering such interesting topics as ecology, cells, genetics, anatomy and evolution. This course is designed to meet the needs of the Common Core Standards. 

Expectations

· You are expected to be on your best behavior. At no point will disrespect towards your teacher or your classmates be tolerated. Failure to conduct yourself as a mature young adult will result in disciplinary action (see classroom regulations below).

Classroom Regulations

· You are expected to come to class prepared. You should have your 3-Ring Binder with sections, a calculator, any assigned homework, a pen and a pencil with you for EACH class. I will not waste time giving everyone passes to their lockers because they forgot something they needed in class. You will be given daily points for class participation, so failure to come to class prepared will adversely affect your grade.

· You are expected to be an active reader in this course. It is essential for your success that you read, review and study each chapter assigned to you.
· As this is a Science room there are certain safety issues that must be addressed:

· Electronic devices (ex: iPods and cell phones) ARE NOT ALLOWED in this room during school hours! 

· Book bags, handbags or bags of any kind are to be place on the floor and NOT ON THE DESK. 

· Food or drink is NEVER allowed in the classroom/laboratory. This includes water. If I see you drinking or eating anything it will be thrown out.

· Students will remain in their seats until the bell rings. I do not want a crowd standing around the door or in the hallways.

· When a lesson or class discussion is in progress, students will sit quietly in their seats.

· Except during tests and quizzes, you will have your biology binder on your desk at all times!
· Students will not leave the classroom at any time during the class period without permission, so come prepared. Abuse of pass privileges will cause you to have those privileges revoked for the remainder of the year.

· Respectful behavior to everyone and respectful language is expected at all times.

· If I am ever absent, I have a zero-tolerance policy for disrespecting substitutes.

· Failure to adhere or follow ANY of these regulations will result in an immediate disciplinary action. Continued disobedience will result in a conversation with your parents and school administration.

Books

· Books, Biology by Miller and Levine, will be available in the classroom and may be signed out on a day to day basis. Textbooks that are signed out must be returned by the next class period. Books are not permitted to leave the classroom unless they are signed out by the teacher and damaged or lost books will be the financial responsibility of the student.

· Later in the year you may be expected to purchase a review book for this course. This is a requirement for the course, and it will help you a great deal. I will get back to you with more information on purchasing the review book later in the school year. (The cost is approximately $10.00).

Homework

·  Failure to hand in your homework on time will result in a grade of zero. There will be no credit for late work.

Testing

· This course culminates in the Living Environment Regents Examination in June if the student as completed minimum of 1200 minutes of lab work, accompanied by an acceptable lab report. You will also be given quizzes and chapter/unit tests at various times throughout the year.  You will also be required to take a mid-term exam in January. 

NYS Lab Requirement

· See Lab Completion Document and Safety Contract

Grading

· Your final grade for this course will be an average of your four quarter grades, and a 5th exam grade (1/3 midterm, and 2/3 Regents). There is no separate report card grade for the "laboratory" section of this course. This section will be figured into your subject grade. Each quarter your tests, quizzes, projects and homework will count as 2/3 of your grade and laboratories will count as 1/3. 

Attendance

· If you are absent it is your responsibility to find out what work you missed. You have one week from the time you return to make up the work. Failure to do so will result in a grade of zero. If you are forced to be absent for an extended period of time, please see me. All work that needs to be made up must be done on your own time. 
· If you are caught skipping my class, all work due and performed that day will be counted as a zero and you will forfeit any chance of making it up.

Extra Help

· I am very committed to your success in this course. I realize that at times we may cover the material too quickly or that you may not fully understand a certain topic. Therefore I am always available to you for extra help. Please seek additional help if you need it! I can meet with you during study hall (if I do not have a class) or I can meet with you after school. I will gladly give you a late pass to rehearsal or practice if necessary. I recommend that you make an appointment with me ahead of time to assure that I will be there.

Academic Honesty

· Under no circumstances will plagiarism be tolerated. If you are found to have copied work from another student, both students will receive a grade of zero on that assignment. If you are found to have copied work from the Internet, you will receive a grade of zero and may be subject to a meeting involving your parents and school administration. Each of you is capable of doing your own work. There is no reason to submit work that is not your own.

You have the ability to succeed in this course. With your help and dedication we can make this a fun and productive year. Good luck!

A Note to the Parent/Guardian

Dear Parent or Guardian,

     I am very pleased to have your son/daughter as a member of my Regents Living Environment class this year at Hudson High School. I hope to meet you all at Meet the Teacher Night in a few weeks. But until then, I composed this handbook for you as well as your child so that you both can get a feel for what the upcoming year will be like.

     This will be one of the hardest courses that your child will take this year.

I will work them very hard, as my goal is to teach them as much about the processes of biology as possible. I love my job and feel that I make learning enjoyable as long as the student comes in with an open mind that is ready to work.

     It is impossible for me to call parents every time a student does not do what is expected of them. I regularly post grades on Parent Connect and report cards/progress reports are sent home eight times throughout the year. If you would like to discuss your child’s progress please do not delay. I ask you to please contact me at once. My number at school is 828-4132 and my e-mail is flintj@hudsoncityschooldistrict.com. 

     I feel that if we work together to stay on top of your child and his or her work, we can assure their success in what promises to be a very challenging class.

                                                                  


Sincerely,

                                                                                          Jessica L. Flint

Family Acknowledgement

     I, ___________________________ the parent/guardian of Living 

                 (PRINT PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME)

Environment student ____________________________, have read

                                              (PRINT STUDENT NAME)

and discussed the course outline for the Living Environment with my child. We fully understand the importance of safe and proper behavior in the classroom and laboratory. We have reviewed the laboratory requirements and understand that if the 1200-minute state minimum is not earned by June 2010, then the student will not be eligible to take the Regents exam in June and will have to repeat the course next year.

     We have also reviewed all information throughout the outline and the HHS Code of Conduct and understand it completely. We also have entered all information required on the back of this acknowledgement.

____________________________________ Student Signature

____________________________________ Parent/Guardian  

                                                                             Signature(s)

____________________________________

____________________________________ Date

     This page of the handbook, as well as the information requested on the back, must be turned in within two days after being received by the student and will count as the first homework assignment of the year.

Family Information Card

(To be completed by the student)

Student Name:                                                 
Home Phone:

Address:                                                          
E-mail Address:

Birthday:

Hobbies/Outside Interests:

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

(to be completed by parents/guardians)

Name of parent/Guardian 1:                            
Work/Cell Phone:

Parent’s E-mail:

Name of parent/Guardian 2:                           
Work/Cell Phone:

Parent’s E-mail

:

____________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Contact Report

Date        Spoke With                        Reason
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